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Denison is hosting a dedication of the
President Dwight D. Eisenhower
Veterans Monument on President’s Day
2011 (February 21). As the birthplace of
President Eisenhower, the city will
celebrate its history and honor veterans
who have protected and preserved our
freedom.

Denison Main Street Advisory Board &
Downtown Denison Inc. has designated
the following:

Monday, February 21, 2011 in Denison,
TX
At 2 pm - Eisenhower Auditorium at
Denison High School, 1901 S. Mirick
(Ceremony)
At 4 pm - Loy Park on Highway 75, Exit
67 (Loy Park entrance is immediately
west of HWY 75 on Loy Lake Road)
(Dedication at Monument)

At 5:30 pm - Eisenhower Birthplace, 609
S. Lamar Ave. (Flag Presentation to
Birthplace)

A 16’ bust of President Eisenhower,
designed and produced by
internationally acclaimed artist and
sculptor David Adickes, will be
dedicated. It is on a 5’ tall stone
pedestal and flanked by five 35’
flagpoles that will represent the five
branches of military service.
Personalized engraved bricks will form
an apron around the bust and feature
veterans and their service to our
country.

Veterans will be seated front and center,
and WWII Veteran Congressman Ralph
Hall will offer remarks on his military
service. Veterans will wear their military
uniform and/or military service
organizational cap.

Denison to Honor Military Veterans with Dedication;
16’ Bust of President Dwight D. Eisenhower

Tom Bean
Bar-B-Que
2-26-2011
See “This
Just In” to the
right–



Howe, Texas
75459

Weather in Howe, Texas
video done February 3-4
2011



Howe, Texas
75459

Copyright © All rights

This Just In
Late Breaking News -

Happenings Since Full Update

You never know what you might find when searching for your
share of the more than $2.2 billion in Texas unclaimed property
waiting to be returned to its rightful owners. Search the online
database today. See what may be owed to you.

North.ClaimItTexas.org

Here are a few of the local area folks who may have some
property to be claimed:

Gunter – Cole Chandler, Casey Edge, Martinek Grain, Randy
Mosley, Charles M Rice, James Robnett, Ross B Snyder,
MyraDI Taylor, Andrea Yarter

Howe – Michael Bowman, Angel Catching, Sherry Cate, Polo
Cruz, Jenni Griffith, Joe Light, Bobby Marshall, Fasino E Paz,
Richa Reynolds, Maria Romero, Thom Skipworth, Sonic Drive
In

Tom Bean – Henry Calloway, Senia Lahti, Daniel Parrish

Email to unclaimed.property@cpa.state.tx.us or call 800-654-
FIND (3463) Monday-Friday, 8am to 5pm.

TBFOL Third Annual
Barbecue Dinner!

{Sponsored by Tom Bean Friends of Library
All proceeds go to Lucile Teague Library}

Saturday, Feb. 26, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Community Room at Tom Bean City Hall

Menu:
Eddie’s Famous Barbeque Beef

Beans
Cole Slaw

Drink
Dessert

Free with donation!!

With a bargain like this who wants to cook?

Texas unclaimed property
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ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS
GENERAL RESIDENTIAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION

Persons who own and occupy their residence on January 1, 2011, may claim their home as a residential homestead. The
filing of this document is only necessary if the homeowner has changed homesteads since January 1, 2010 or has
become eligible for additional exemptions as described below.

PERSONS WHO ARE OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE OR DISABLED PERSONS
Persons reaching 65 years of age may file for additional exemptions for their residential homestead if they become 65
during 2011. Proof of age is required for the over 65 exemption.  Persons who are disabled as provided by the Social
Security Act are entitled to additional exemptions on their residential homestead. Disabled applicants must furnish a
determination letter from Social Security.  Disabled and Over-65 persons are also eligible to defer paying the tax on their
residential homestead if they wish. The taxes continue to accrue during the deferral along with an interest rate of 8%
annually, but no attempt will be made to force payment during the deferral. Taxes become due when the property no longer
qualifies for your homestead. Details and an application may be obtained from the Grayson Central Appraisal District.

100% DISABLED VETERANS EXEMPTIONS
Persons who are 100% disabled veterans, who receive from the US Dept of Veterans Affairs (1) 100% disability
compensation due to a service-connected disability; and (2) a rating of 100% disabled or a determination of individual
unemployables from the VA. Applicants must furnish an award letter issued by the US Dept of Veteran’s Affairs. This
exemption may be carried on your residence homestead only and is not transferrable to a surviving spouse of the veteran.

DISABLED VETERANS
Persons who have been declared disabled by the US Dept of Veteran’s Affairs are eligible for additional exemptions on
property they own. This must be a service connected disability. Applicants must furnish a declaration letter from the
Veteran’s Administration showing their disability rating.

FARM AND RANCH OWNERS
Farmers and ranchers may be entitled to receive an alternate method of appraisal determined by the farm income to the
property. This method is available to farms and ranches commercially raising crops or livestock or which are used as a
wildlife habitat under State guidelines. You must resubmit your agricultural application if you (1) have sold acreage which
received an agricultural allowance for the previous year (2) you have purchased additional acreage and wish to claim
agricultural use for the current year, or (3) are requested to file by the Chief Appraiser.

EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS
If you were mailed an application form to submit for 2011, you must complete and file the application with the Grayson
Central Appraisal District by April 30, 2011 or you will lose the exemption or agricultural allowance. Any property owner who
received allowances or exemption(s) for which they were not entitled, must notify the Grayson Central Appraisal District in
writing before May 1st.  Exemption filing deadline is April 30th, 2011.

REAL PROPERTY RENDITIONS
A “Rendition” is a report to the appraisal district that lists all the taxable property you owned and controlled on January 1st.
Your rendition gives your opinion of your property’s value, correct mailing address and any significant information you wish
to share regarding your property’s condition. The appraisal district must notify you in writing of any value change and
explain how you can protest the value to the Appraisal Review Board. Rendition filing deadline is April 15th 2011.

BUSINESS PERSONAL PROPERTY RENDITIONS
You must file a rendition if you own tangible personal property that is used to produce income. State law now requires the
filing of a rendition declaring what types of business personal property that a person or company owns. Failure to file the
rendition will result in a 10% penalty. If a fraudulent rendition is filed a 50% penalty is mandated. Rendition filing deadline is
April 15th 2011.

Applications for all property tax exemptions including charitable, religious, and other total exemptions, as well
as, deferral forms and rendition forms may be obtained through our website at www.graysonappraisal.org or by
contacting the:

Grayson Central Appraisal District
205 N. Travis St., Sherman, Texas 75090
Ph: 903-893-9673         Fax: 903-892-3835
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Los Angeles singer-songwriter
to visit Southeastern Feb. 25
DURANT, Okla. - Austin Hartley-Leonard, a
Los Angeles based singer/songwriter, will be in
residence on the Southeastern Oklahoma State
University campus on February 25.

Sponsored by the Department of Music,
Hartley-Leonard will be speaking on his music
process, entry into the music industry, and
work with Southeastern students in a
Songwriters Symposium. Spinner.com hails
Hartley-Leonard’s music as a “unique blend of
Americana soul, lyrical sincerity and unique
delivery.” thedelimagazine.com writes, “Given
the onslaught of over produced country pop,
it’s refreshing to hear Austin Hartley-
Leonard’s soulful country-folk sounds: smooth
without being glossy, charged with emotion
without coming across as contrived.”

Originally a classically-trained cellist, Hartley-
Leonard began as a solo singer/songwriter in Austin, Texas, after attending the Blair
School of Music at Vanderbilt University. His first demo earned him an invitation to the
SXSW Music Festival. Soon after, he started looking for other musicians to round out the
band, and the group St. James Inc was born. The band went on to see success in the
Austin music scene and was invited to perform at the Austin City Limits Festival. After
releasing the “8 Hours” EP in 2006, St. James Inc performed at the Lollapalooza Festival
in Chicago and then relocated to Los Angeles, where they continued to experience great
success.

 After meeting producer Charles Newman (The Magnetic Fields, Tim Myers, AM) in Los
Angeles, the two began work on Austin’s debut solo record, “Franklin Ave,” in December
2007. Following the release of the album in 2008, Austin played five shows at SXSW
2009, including a slot on The Hotel Cafe Showcase night.

His songs have aired on such hit shows as “Chuck,” “The Ghost Whisperer,” “Men In
Trees,” “Friday Night Lights,” and “The Real World.” In addition, Austin has been
commissioned to write a number of commercial television spots, the most recent of which
being the theme for a nationally aired campaign for “Troybilt Inc.”

 Over the last year, Hartley-Leonard has become one of the most popular Los Angeles-
based independent artists, headlining his own shows at top venues at home and around
Southern California, as well as playing cello with such artists as Greg Laswell, Cary
Brothers, and Laura Jansen. Austin’s long-awaited EP, “Everywhere I’ve Never Been”
was released in November 2010 and debuted at #4 on the iTunes Singer/Songwriter chart.
Produced by Bill Lefler (Cary Brothers, Dashboard Confessional, Gym Class Heroes) and
supported by artists Matthew Ramsey (vocals, banjo, guitar), and Brother Sal (piano). As
Austin moves ahead in 2011, he’s looking forward to releasing his new record’s first video
for his dark cover of the late 90s hit, “Flagpole Sitta,” starring Rachael Leigh Cook, as
well as continuing to tour around Southern California.

The schedule for the residency is as follows:

9:45 am- Introduction - Fine Arts Building (FAB) 116
10 am -- The Writing Process - FAB 116
11 a.m. - How It Really Works - Starting in the Music Industry FAB 116
2 - 4 am. -- Songwriter’s Symposium - FAB Recital Hall
8 pm - Austin Hartley-Leonard will be featured in acoustic concert in the Fine Arts
Recital Hall. Tickets for the concert are free and can be picked up in the Music Office,
FAB 120.

For more information please contact the Department of Music Office at 580-745-2088.

GCC and Austin College
Partner To Promote
Student Success
As neighbors of more than 45 years, Grayson
County College and Austin College have
contributed to the lives of the citizens of Grayson
County. In today’s economic climate, many
families face challenges as they plan for a college
education that seems difficult to afford.

 The two institutions of higher learning have
formed a partnership to address that challenge.
They have teamed to provide a smoother
transition for GCC students interested in
completing their education at Austin College.
Officials from both institutions formalized a pre-
admission agreement during a signing ceremony
Feb. 15 at GCC.

 “Those of us at Grayson County College
appreciate the vitality Austin College brings to
our community,” said Dr. Alan Scheibmeir, GCC
president. “Grayson’s history professor, Dr.
Donna Kumler, is a graduate of AC. She is a
reflection of the standards to which our students
can aspire as are other GCC faculty and
administrative personnel.

 “It is an honor that Grayson County College and
Austin College can strengthen our partnership to
provide our GCC students with the option to
further their education locally and to the benefit
of our community,” he said.

 Dr. Marjorie Hass, president of Austin College,
agreed. “The community college systems of
Texas represent an excellent pool of prospective
students, and we are pleased to work with
Grayson County College through this agreement,”
she said. “GCC’s students, particularly those in
the Honors College, are well-prepared to
continue their education at a residential liberal
arts college. Our proximity to the GCC campus
makes this program beneficial to a large number
of students.”

 More than 50 Grayson County College students
and Austin College representatives gathered for
the announcement. To the students, Haas said,
“This is a partnership in every area: GCC and
AC faculty members, administrators, and
academic and financial aid counselors are
working together in service to you - your futures.
We want you to be successful. We want to
empower you to contribute to this community and
this region. You have a lot of people supporting
you at both institutions. We are excited about
this.”

Initiated by Dr. Michael A. Imhoff, vice president
for academic affairs and dean of the faculty at
Austin College, the collaboration is unique in that
Grayson County College students who enter the
agreement are conjointly considered Austin
College students with access to that institution’s

Click to continue
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academic advisers and other campus services. The
students can better structure their Grayson class loads
to take courses that accommodate Austin College
degree requirements. Doing so enables them to
complete courses inexpensively at the community
college while preparing for the academic and financial
obligations at the private college.

 “The pre-admission program enables both colleges to
identify and work with highly motivated students from
their initial enrollment at Grayson until their successful
transfer to Austin College,” Imhoff said. “This joint
advising program will guide students in appropriate
course selection and
through the transfer admission, financial aid, and
scholarship processes. Such a program will help reduce
the time to earn a degree and better prepare students
for a successful Austin College experience.”

Over the past 15 years, 247 Grayson County College
students entered Austin College and 81 percent of them
graduated. By making the transfer process to the four-
year college more efficient and seamless for
GCC students interested in a liberal arts education,
Grayson and Austin College officials hope to increase
the number of academically strong students
matriculating to Austin College from the community
college. With such an agreement in place, Grayson
County College students are better prepared to
successfully complete their education at Austin College.

“This agreement will help our best students - neither
rich nor poor, but truly hard-working middle class
students - who cannot afford to pay for all four years at
a private institution to get the kind of liberal
arts education that Austin College provides,” said Dr.
Jean Sorensen, GCC English professor and Honors
College coordinator. “It is a fabulous opportunity for our
students.”

SHELLE CASSELL, Director, Marketing and Public
Information, Grayson County College

GCC and Austin College
Partner To Promote
Student Success, Continued
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Dale & Lana Rideout

“Santa” Rideout

“Santa”, Amber, Dominique, Timothy, Jordan,
Rachel, Caleb, Chris, Cassie, Brianna, Lana

Texoma Enterprise is owned and operated by Dale and Lana Rideout.
They have been doing this since 1978. The picture on the left is about
5 years old, with Dale shown as “Santa” Rideout at Christmas, 2009.
The family shot on the right includes all our grandchildren, plus a
couple of Step-grandchildren. It was taken at Elves Christmas Tree
Farm. This farm opened to the public in 1990 when Jordan was only 2
months old and he went there with us. Every year since we have taken
every grandchild with us. This year was our 20 year to take all our
grandchildren to the farm.

Texoma Enterprise
805 N. Hughes

Howe, Texas 75459-3587
903-487-0525

dalerideout@cableone.net
lanarideout@cableone.net

These Grandkids always have fun at the Christmas Tree
Farm, and they really can sing - but my may not know it from
this little video from 2009.
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Congratulations to the Lady Bulldog basketball team for
winning Bi-District Tuesday evening. And best wishes for
the next game scheduled for Friday night.

Also last week I published an article about Brittney Blum
earning a scholarship. I overlooked the photo that was sent
with the article so it appears in this week’s news.

Since changing to website news only, I have had more time
to do other things. I have been meaning for several years to
clean out some closets and dresser drawers. But I have
always been tired at the end of each week’s news cycle.

Howe’s That
by Lana Rideout

Well the Old Man is half way through his
Genealogy class in Van Alstyne. He really
enjoys these classes and the students indicate
they enjoy them also.

As part of his interest in History, Old Man
bought a book on Theater Row in Denison.
Someone suggested that a “Rideout” owned
and operated some of those theaters at one
time. Well, Old Man bought the book.

There was a Louis Ridout who owned one of
the theater in Denison in 1913. Later when they
were building the Rialto, he managed to
purchase an interest in it. At a later date, about
1930 we find his son Lou Ridout managing the
Rialto.

So far the Old Man does not have any clues as
to whether this family is part of his family or
not. The Rideouts with the “e” and without the

Click to continue

Click to continue

Cat Chat

by C. Cat, Jr.

What’s Cooking?

Strawberry Salad Recipe

2 (3-ounce) packages strawberry gelatin
2 cups boiling water
2 (10-ounce) packages frozen strawberries
16-ounce can crushed pineapple
2 bananas, diced
1 cup sour cream

Dissolve gelatin in water; add strawberries; stir until melted; add
pineapple and bananas. Pour one-half mixture in 8x8x2-inch pan;
chill until firm. Spread sour cream over chilled mixture; add
remaining gelatin mixture; chill until firm.

Makes 8 servings.

DORCHESTER
WOMEN’S CLUB

Dorchester -- The Dorchester Women’s
Club held its annual Valentine potluck
luncheon at 11:30 February 15 at the
Dorchester Baptist Church Annex.
President Carol Groner led the group in the
prayer and pledge of allegiance and
welcomed members with the thought for the
day from Francois de La Rochefoucauld,
“Absence diminishes mediocre passions and
increases great ones, as the wind
extinguishes candles and fans fires.” The
humor statement from Albert Einstein was,
“When you are courting a nice girl an hour
seems like a second. When you sit on a red-
hot cinder a second seems like an hour.
That’s relativity.”

The program was a follow-up assignment
from the September meeting at which each
member was asked to write an account of
an incident in her life to share with other
members. “Sharing our Stories” resulted in
memories from childhood of sliding down
snow inclines when school was not in
session, to riding in a hot air balloon,
attending reunions, a miraculous outcome
following an accident involving a
granddaughter, memories of life with
relatives, and memories of going away to
college.

February birthday celebrants were Fran
Neely, Robert Welch, Ruth Lankford, and
Jackie Bartlett. Anniversary celebrants
were Cathye and Willies Ballou. The door
prize provided by Barbara Welch was won
by Lankford.

The next meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday March 9 at 1 pm at the
Dorchester Baptist Church Annex. Area
women are invited to attend.
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“e” are usually related to one another. There will have to be
a lot more research done. This “Ridout” family indicated
their birth was in Alabama. So we must go back that way
to see what was happening.

Guess you need to know that Old Man's Spanish is just not
what it ought to be. He is trying to learn the language, but
still has a few weak areas.

On Fridays he volunteers with a kindergarten class at
Washington Elementary School. It is a bilingual class and
last Friday was Spanish day. Old Man was working with
about six of the children who were writing their sentences
for the day. Their sentences were in in Spanish and Old
Man had it down just right for what they were doing. The
teacher had given the class an exact wording for a
possible sentence, leaving out only two words. The
sentences (in English for your understanding) said, “I have
a _________ and a _________.” Old Man easily
understood the Spanish for these sentences with perhaps
the exception of what would go in the blanks. The children
were to make up their own ideas for those two words.

Well, while they were working the Principal came in. She
was just observing to see how the class was doing. The
teacher turned to the Old Man and said something in
Spanish to him. She forgot that he was not fluent in
Spanish. Old Man, not understanding her just sat and
looked at her. She wondered why he didn't answer and
asked again, still in Spanish. Old Man looked at her and
trying to say the same words back as a question said
something in Spanish.

CAT, continued

Click to Return

Now I am slowly tackling the clutter; but I plan to be more
aggressive as the warmer weather gets here.

Our goal at www.texomaenterprise.net is to put as many
articles on the Internet and let you know more about what you
need to know. As always, please continue to email us stories
and photos about your news.

It has been nice to see the sun out over recent days. Hope it
keeps up the warmer weather.

Howe’s That, continued

Click to Return
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Home Care & Hospice Workers
Launch “Operation Care Stronger”

AUSTIN, Tex.- February, 2011 - Texas home care and hospice workers
will give special recognition and attention to their clients during a statewide
“Operation Care Stronger” program in February. Home care and hospice
agencies provide skilled and supportive care from simple assistance in
activities of daily living to high-tech IV therapy to persons of all ages
throughout the state. Services include preventive, acute, sub-acute,
rehabilitative, long-term, and end of life care.

Anita Bradberry, Executive Director of the Texas Association for Home
Care & Hospice, said that “participating home care and hospice agencies
will provide their clients with a special Valentine’s Day greeting to highlight
the effort, reinforcing the concern and respect we have for those who can
no longer live completely independently.”

Home care and hospice care provides tens of thousands of Texans the
choice to remain in their homes instead of being placed in institutional care.
“Consumers without families especially need to be reminded that there are
those who care and respect them and Valentine’s Day is the perfect time
to make that point,” Bradberry said.

She encouraged other Texans to remember their friends and neighbors
who are sick, medically fragile, have disabilities or terminal illnesses, who
are children, young adults or elderly, and to let them know that Texas
cares.

There are more than 4,500 licensed agencies in Texas. The Texas
Association for Home Care & Hospice Inc., is a statewide non-profit
trade organization whose mission is to promote quality and economic
viability of licensed providers of home and community support services in
Texas. Many clients are served under the Medicare and Medicaid
programs, as well as private insurance or private arrangements.
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Casey Wayne Lambert
Howe - A memorial service for Casey
Wayne Lambert, 23, of Howe was held
Sunday, Feb. 13, 2011 in the Waldo Funeral
Home Chapel. Rev. Glen Blackmon of the
First United Methodist Church of Van
Alstyne officiated. Casey passed away
Wednesday, Feb. 9, 2011 in Howe.

Casey was born January 26, 1988 in
Houston, Texas to Steve Lambert and
Debbie Saunders Lambert. He graduated
from Howe High School in 2006. He
enjoyed playing all sports and fishing was
his favorite hobby.

He is survived by his father Steve Lambert
and wife Sonja of Howe, mother Debbie
Saunders Maxwell and husband Greg of
Tom Ball, son Steven Wayne Lambert of
Tom Ball, sister Kelly Lee Lambert of
Cypress, stepsisters Lindsey McCraw of
Sherman and  Megan Harper of Atlanta,
GA; grandfather Dwayne Lambert and
wife Patricia of Sherman, grandmother Rita
Harris and husband Buddy of Antlers,  OK,
grandmother Janet Carroll of Round Rock,
grandparents Jerry and Kathy Justice of
Sherman, aunts Tracey Lambert Guthrie
and husband Graham and Twila Whitaker
and husband Byron of Van Alstyne, and
Tammy Humes of Round Rock, uncle
Larry Lambert of Santa Monica, CA, step
uncles Ron Bagwell of McKinney and Greg
Bagwell of Sherman, cousins Matt and
Travis Hamner of Sherman and Randall
and Charles Humes of Round Rock, and
numerous other family members and
friends.

The online guest register may be signed at
waldofuneralhome.com.
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Reading newspapers
by Bob Bowman

I don’t drink. I don’t smoke. But I am addicted.

Give me a stack of East Texas newspapers, and I’ll be hooked for
hours.

Each weekend, armed with a pile of newspapers graciously sent to
me by some of the newspapers who print “Bob Bowman’s East
Texas,” I read all about people, places and events all over East
Texas.

And I discover the oddest things, especially in the small-town
weeklies.

In the Corrigan Times, I read an obituary about a minister’s wife.
It called her “a true yoke fellow in the ministry.” That was a new
phrase to me.

Click to continue

Click to continue

by Dorothy N. Fowler

About 10 million words have been either written or spoken
about last week’s weather, which, thank God, is atypical.
Snow and ice for days on end are not the reasons why
people move to the Southwest for the climate.

Many people do move to Texas -- probably not Amarillo --
from more northern climes to enjoy the weather here and
without doubt, if they are newcomers, they were both
surprised and disappointed to find that snow and ice can
sometimes be whimsical and capricious enough to
upset the norm.

It is also true that there some people who live in North Texas
flee the occasional cold snaps we have here by going to
South Texas, where this year, they were followed by snow
and ice.

The dogs and I stayed warm and safe. I went outside three
times, twice to put food in the bird feeder and the squirrel
feeder, and once to get the mail. Trying to get to the mailbox
was a mistake because my front yard is sloped and the ice
under the snow made for some impromptu sliding that could
have ended badly, but didn’t.

What has seemed to end badly is the hedges in my front
yard. The leaves on those evergreens have turned brown
around the edges and I expect to be raking them up by the
bushel as they fall. It is probably too early to tell how much
damage the branches have sustained.

The magnolia trees seem to be no worse for the cold
weather. There is not a brown leaf apparent anywhere. The
maple tree, on the other hand, which was probably already in
a moribund state, is shedding bark and will probably have to
be taken down when warm weather arrives. I hate to see
it go. It is an old tree, quite tall and quite big around, but it has
showed signs of deterioration for several years and while all
my attempts at tender, loving care have probably prolonged
its life, the end is in sight.

Click on this ad to go to our web site.

Dot’s
D-A-S-H-E-S

http://texasstarbank.com
http://www.texasstarbank.com
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The monkey grass also escaped damage. Now that the sun is out,
it has perked up and there are no brown spots on it.

I fully expected the pansies to be absolutely dead after the snow
and ice melted off them. They have been damaged, but Monday
afternoon there were new blooms on some of the plants, and a
few old blooms had defiantly lifted their faces, smiling in the way
that only pansies can.

And there is, of course, one of the dandelions who seems to be
able to withstand anything and everything the weather can throw
at it.

There is a line in Jurassic Park that I love. The cynical scientist
who predicts disaster for the park says to his colleagues, “Life
finds a way.” Indeed it does. Indeed, it has.

Dot’s Dashes, continued

Wanda Bobinger, who writes an occasional column, “From the
Archives,” in the Polk County Enterprise, recently wrote a piece about
old obituaries. One funeral notice said: “The Angel of Death came for
Mrs. Jones at 3 o’clock in the morning.”

Also in the Enterprise, I read about a fire that burned downtown
Livingston to the ground more than 100 years ago. Only two businesses
survived. The fire began in a warehouse owned by a leading
prohibitionist after the town passed an election to ban alcohol

In the Buffalo Press, I read about an old-fashioned wagon train pulled
by horses and mules that once passed through the town. The train, the
brainchild of Mike Smith of Texarkana, was on its way from Arkansas
to Arizona. I hope they made it.

Also in the Buffalo Press, I read that the tiny community of Donie once
again has its own post office.

Donie is south of Teague in southwest Freestone County. The site was
probably settled in the 1880s. In 1898 the residents applied for a post
office under the name of Douie, which was misread in Washington as
Donie. Washington was making mistakes even then.

The columns I like most in small newspapers are the “Looking Back”
features.

A recent issue of the Pittsburg Gazette reported that 70 years ago
lightning struck a tablecloth at the home of T.H. Peterson. Some 85
years, a phony photographer was doing a good business in town by
shooting photos and never delivering them.

In the Van Zandt News, I learned that the Howell family once had a
stagecoach stop at their farm on the way from Marshall to Dallas.
When the stage topped the hill near the farm, the driver would start
ringing a bell, signaling the Howells to have a fresh team of horses
ready.

My favorite newspaper name is The Jefferson Jimplecute, and I loved
former editor Vic Parker’s column, “Heard Around Town.”

He once talked about an attorney who asked a doctor, “Now, doctor
isn’t it true that when a person dies in his sleep, he doesn’t know it until
the next morning?”

The doctor asked the lawyer: “Did you actually pass a bar exam?”

(Bob Bowman is the author of almost 50 books on East Texas history
and folklore. He can be reached at bob-bowman.com)

BOB BOWMAN’S EAST TEXAS, continued

Click to Return

Click to Return
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HISD Menus
Feb. 21-25
Breakfast

Monday- Cinnamon roll, cereal w/toast, graham crackers
w/yogurt, pineapple, apple juice
Tuesday-Waffles w/sausage, cereal w/toast, orange halves,
orange juice
Wednesday – Oatmeal w/toast, cereal w/toast, graham crackers
w/yogurt, applesauce, grape juice
Thursday Breakfast pizza, cereal w/toast, diced peaches,
orange juice
Friday French toast, cereal w/toast, graham crackers w/yogurt,
grapefruit half, orange juice

Lunch
MONDAY – Cheeseburger, hot ham cheese sandwich, potato
rounds, burger fixins, ranch beans, pineapple, peach crisp
TUESDAY – Beef fingers, crispy chicken rings, mashed
potatoes, gravy, green beans, orange halves, hot roll, gelatin
jewels
WEDNESDAY – Chicken sandwich, grilled cheese, burger fixins,
vegetable soup, crackers applesauce, wacky cake
THURSDAY –Cheese pizza, laid back lasagna, steamed corn,
garden salad, diced peaches, orange sherbet
FRIDAY-Soft beef tacos, chicken enchiladas, tossed salad,
refried beans, Spanish rice, grapefruit half
Milk & juice served with all meals
Menu subject to change according to availability

Howe ISD Calendar
February
9-20 – San Antonio Stock Show
9-13 – TMEA Convention and All-State Band
17 – School Board meeting, 6pm, Administration Bldg.
19 – HHS UIL Band Solo/Ensemble Contest
19 – Boys & Girls Powerlifting Meet @Howe, 8am
21 – Jr. High track meet @Collinsville
21 – Bulldog golf @TanglewoodGC
21 – Band Boosters meeting, 6:30pm @HHS
22 – Girls golf @Tanglewood
22 – One Act Play, 7pm
22-23 – HS cheerleader tryouts
24 – HS track @Collinsville
24-26 – Tennis @Bonham Tournament
26 – Regional Girls Powerlift @Leonard
28 – Bulldog golf @Nocona Hillls GC
March
1-4 – TAKS testing
1 – District 6 FFA meeting @Savoy
2 – 2nd grade field trip to Dallas Children’s Center
2 – Lady Bulldogs @Nocona Hills GC
2 – HS track meet @ Lindsay
5 – Regional Boys Powerlifting Meet @Pomder
Go to howeisd.net for more school events and information

Howe student earns Fort Worth Stock Show
scholarship - Brittany Blum photographed with Devon
Representatives (l-r):Tim Raley, Jay Ewing, Gilbert
Horton

Nominations for Howe ISD
Gifted and Talented
Parents of current first, third, and fourth through seventh
graders in Howe ISD may pick up a Gifted and Talented
nomination packet from the school offices beginning
Monday, Feb. 21. Nomination forms must be completed
and returned by 3 pm Friday, March 4, to be considered.

http://www.oberoncosmetics.com
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HOWE ELEMENTARY
Students of the Month
First Row:  Jacob Upchurch, Hayley McEwin, Lizzy
Robertson, Kailyn Ireland Second Row:  Caiden
Harmon, Molly Wilson, Jorden Frances, Clay Barnett

HOWE ELEMENTARY
Top Ten Readers - 3rd Six Weeks
Second Grade: Grace Brennan, Gabriel Hariman, Mikal Ann Beck, Alex
Hernandez, Ramon Rocha, Cameron Lankford, Lizzy Robinson, Tess
Matthews, Ethan Sanders, Austin Thurman

Third Grade: Valerie Langford, Molly Wilson, Lane Griffin, Taylor
Hinkle, Paetyn Ford, Melanie Guzman, Caden Stewart, Kevin Gautier,
Jenna Honore, Catherine Switzer, Kolby Windon, Jackson Wilson

Fourth Grade: Bethany Masters, Sheila Finney, Gage Hendrickson,
Nathan Duffee, Mikayla Doty, Kelsey Pierce, Lane Stracener, Kindle
Catching, Kaylin Bouse, Joseph Brennan, Mason Riggs

Howe Girls Basketball

The Lady Bulldogs won the bi-district game Tuesday, Feb. 15,
defeating Prairiland, 49-43. They will face Goldey in the area
round at 7 pm at Rockwall Heath.

Howe (17-13) scored double digits in each of the four quarters
(11  15 10 13) with the following girls scoring Jennifer Vincent
16, Bailey Southern 11, Kathy Courtney 7,  Gretchen Debner
6, Emily Taylor 5, Ciara King 2.

Last week, the Howe Lady Bulldogs defeated Callisburg, 52-
44, in the final regular season game.

Scoring for Howe: Katy Courtney 13, Emily Taylor 11, Bailey
Southern 8, Jennifer Vincent 4, Ciara King 4, Madison Wilson
4, Erin Taylor, 3, Madison Kirby 3, Maegan Thurston, 2.

Howe Boys Basketball

The Howe Bulldogs ended their basketball season with a 72-46
win over Tom Bean, Monday, Feb. 14. Alex Torres scored 20
points to lead the team to victory. Also scoring were Ryan
Haines with 12 points; Casey Davis and Jacob Grisolia each
scored 10.Also scoring for the Bulldogs were Clay Marable 8,
Bradley Brunk 5, Tanner Hawkins, 4, and Colby Ake, 3.

The Dogs were 13-13, 7-7 for the season.

HOWE
City and School Elections

Election date is May 14; early voting is May 2- May 10.

City positions up for election are those currently held by Mayor Jeff
Stanley and council members  Jack Leavenworth and Joey McMillion.
These seats are two year terms.

School board positions up for election are currently held by Leonard
Huntsman and Chris Hayes. School board members serve for a three
year term.

Filing period:  February 12 - March 14. Contact City Hall for the city
election and the Howe ISD Administration Office for the school board
election.

HOWE ELEMENTARY
A Honor Roll - 3rd Six Weeks
Kindergarten:
Matthew Bearden, Caleb Brown, Mackenzie Bryant, Nick
Bullard, Danielle Hargrove, Andrew Harper, Ryan Hough,
Connor Martin, Yair Ayala, Breana Cole, Bryan Crees, Carson
Daniels, Alexander Huerta, Trey Phillips, Keira Robertson,
Faith Stallings, Dakota Tinker, Gabrielle Vera, Korie Bouse,
Jentrie Doty, Audie martin, Janna Nitchman, Teagan
Stubblefield, Ethan Duer, Jalie Hill, Alexia Wakefield, Jaggar
Courtney, Korben Kemp, Jacob McGill, Zakery Ragland,
Emma Sutherland, Jacob Upchurch

First Grade:
Jordan Troxtell, Harley Brockelman, Luke Catching, Zak
DeFrange, John Griffin, Kailyn Ireland, Aiden Roulette, Talen
Miller, Faith Risinger, Jared Brussow, Kaitlyn Fuhr, Zoey
Moore, Alyssa Sharp, Avery Snapp, Eli Wilson, Ben Speed,
Ashlyn Beck, Cierra Brussow

Second Grade:
Mikal Ann Beck, Brett Burnett, Holly Cavender, Sierra
Copeland, Katie Grogan, Tatum Hartsfield, Brooke Robinson,
Brennan Speed, Austin Thurman, Ethen Grant, Alex
Hernandez, Grace Lankford, Leah Butcher, David Huerta,
Jackson Adkins, Alex Blount, Grace Brennan, Kriston Harris,
Spencer Heft, Cameron Lankford, Lizzy Robertson, Ethan
Sanders, Reagan Troxtell, Kayle Chapman

Third Grade:
Bailey Bond, Lane Griffin Mikayla Hudek, Cassidy Anderson,
Kaden Bateman, Taylor Hinkle Jenna Honore, Valerie
Langford, Colton Thurman, Paetyn Ford, Molly Wilson, Kolby
Windon

Fourth Grade:
Spencer Akins, Samuel Cherry, Taylee Moss, Kelsey Pierce,
Carly Cannaday, Mikayla Doty, Zoee Watson, Devin Howell,
Bethany Masters, Sheila Finney, Carson Grogan, T.J. Knight,
Gianna Henry, Dawson Mitchell
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DAIRYLAND DONKEY BALL

Enjoy the Fun on February 25

New rodeo stars will be born during the wild and
crazy Dairyland Donkey Basketball Show at Tom
Bean High School on Feb. 25, starting at 7 pm.

It is basketball played on real, live donkeys and it
will be wilder than a rodeo and funnier than a
circus! All local players will be riding, so come
out and see someone you know try to ride a
donkey and play basketball at the same time. It’s
a thrill a minute, a spill a minute. Laugh as you’ve
never laughed before at Honeypot, Earthquake,
Hemorrhoid, Elvis and Ex-Lax!

See Buckmaster, world famous comedy donkey.
500 pounds of pure dynamite! He’s rough and
tough and hard to bluff… and hasn’t been ridden
yet!

This fun-filled show is sponsored by the Tom
Bean High School Junior Class. Proceeds will be
for the benefit of the Jr. – Sr. Prom.

Other attractions include a pre-game Dodgeball
Tournament (starting at 4 pm), free donkey rides
for kids under 12 (accompanied by a parent) at
intermission, and a Baked Potato or Chili Dog
meal deal for only $4.

Advance tickets for the game are $6 and are
available at the Tom Bean High School office.
Admission at the gate is $8.

Pre-schoolers are admitted free.

For more information, call Sharon Stephens at
903-546-6319, ext. 104

The City of Tom Bean will have three
Councilmember positions open for the
May 14, 2011 election day.

Incumbents Jerry Harris, Michael
Upchurch, and Lisa L Collins are
currently serving two-year terms which
expire May, 2011.

Qualifications for office are as
follows:  must be at least 18 years of
age; must have resided for one year in
the state and 6 months in the city limits
prior to the filing deadline and must be a
registered voter at the time of election.

Application packets are available at the
City Hall located at 201 S. Britton St.,
Tom Bean, Texas.  Interested applicants
may call 903-546-6321 to have an
application mailed.

Per the Secretary of State Election
Calendar, February 14, 2011 is the first
day to file an application for a place on
the ballot and the last day to file is
Monday, March 14, 2011.  The deadline
for write-in candidates is Monday,
March 21, 2011.

The Tom Bean ISD Board of
Trustees will have three positions
open for the May 14, 2011 election
day. Incumbents Steve Book, Brian
Trentman, and Stan Woodruff are
currently serving three-year terms
which expire May, 2011.

Qualifications for office are as
follows: must be at least 18 years
of age; must have resided for one
year in the state and 6 months in
the district prior to the filing
deadline and must be a registered
voter at the time of election.

Application packets are available
at the Tom Bean ISD
Administration Office located at
7719 State Hwy. 11, Tom Bean,
Texas. Interested applicants may
call 903-546-6076 ext.200 to have
an application mailed.

Per the Secretary of State Election
Calendar, February 14, 2011 is the
first day to file an application for a
place on the ballot and the last day
to file is Monday, March 14, 2011.
The deadline for write-in
candidates is Monday, March 21,
2011.

Tom Bean City Elections

Tom Bean ISD announces open positions

110 E. Haning Ave.
Howe, TX 75459

903-814-2128
Fine Dining

http://www.wyomingshowe.com
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Van Alstyne Library
by Juanita Hazelton

Happy Valentine’s from the staff of
the Van Alstyne Public Library. We
hope your day was spectacular. On
Sunday, I helped my grandchildren
and their mother create valentine
boxes. It took me back a few years
to the days I helped my sons with
the same task, and even further
back to the days when I was
creating my own valentine boxes. It
was serendipity on Saturday that I
found a related incident from my
past. On an Internet quest for some
family information, I was searching
through historical newspapers posted
on an Ancestry .com database. I
found a picture of myself engaged in
the task of creating valentines with
my second grade classmates. Why
that particular picture was preserved
for posterity I don’t know, but it was
fun to find it.

This week there were several library
activities planned. On Tuesday
morning The TANO (Texas
Association of Nonprofit
Organizations) workshop met from
9-12 at the Community Center. This
was a free workshop for non-profits
on managing volunteers and was
open to any who were interested.
This workshop was sponsored by
the Northeast Texas Library System
and hosted by the Van Alstyne
Library. We hope you were able to
attend. If not, there are other
opportunities to attend. The
workshop is offered at the Lindale
Library on March 8, from 6-8 p.m.
and at the Longview Library on
March 10 from 9-12.

On Wednesday morning at the
preschool story time, Amy Parrish
read Valentine stories and children
made a valentine craft. Amy invites
you to join her every Wednesday
morning at 10:15 for preschool story
time. Amy also provides a bilingual
story time on Tuesday afternoons at
4:00 p.m. While children listen to
stories, their moms can work with
Laura Hornbeck on ESL activities.

On Monday, Feb. 21, Spanish
language computer classes will
resume. These classes are free and
designed to help anyone with limited
English skills that need help using the
Internet, email, and word processing.
The one hour class meets at 1:30

pm. Another basic computer class is
offered in English on Thursday
evening at 6 pm. The Thursday class
will be using Microsoft Word 2010.
Most library computers have now
been upgraded from Word 2003 to
Word 2010. If you want to move to
the newest version of Microsoft
Word, this is your opportunity for
some practice.

On Saturday from 10-11:30 am,
Dale Rideout will continue with his
third class on genealogy.
Participants so far have learned how
to organize their research, how to
use Internet genealogy sites, and
how to use three different programs
to record research.

From Young Adult Librarian
Judy Spence: So far it has been an
eventful February here at our
library. We’ve had blizzards,
Valentine’s Day, hosted a seminar,
and will cap the month off with our
Sixth Annual Poetry Night for
Teens. It’s hard to believe that this
year will be the sixth time we have
hosted this particular event. Poetry
Night would have died a quiet death
had it not been for the continuing
support and collaboration of the four
amazing English teachers at the Van
Alstyne High School. Mrs.
Endicott, Mrs. Fleming, Mrs.
Thomason, and Mrs. Williams all
offer extra credit points for
attending.

One year we had close to 70 teens!
As much as I would like to believe
that 70 teens could not wait to come
to the library to read and listen to
poetry the more likely reason is that
most needed a little extra help with
the grade that year. English isn’t as
easy as you thought, huh? Before I
allow cynicism and practicality to
steal all of our thunder I must also
disclose the little known fact that
every year, without fail, a small
group of 5 – 10 teens stay behind to
continue the evening. This core
group of more serious poets always
surprises me with the depth and
beauty of the work they share and I
am looking forward to reading and
hearing just what this year’s group
will have to offer. Although the
evening is hosted by and targets
young adults we would like to extend
an invitation to poets of any age who
love the written word.

Van Alstyne Voices
Toastmasters
(Feb. 14) Van Alstyne Voices Sergeant at Arms M.J.
Presley opened the meeting with a prayer and pledge led
by Merrill Hazelton. Charles Bannister was Toastmaster
for the evening, introducing the meeting with a history of
Valentine’s Day. The speaker for the evening was
Merrill Hazelton with a speech entitled “Cowboy on a
Coffin.” M.J. Presley evaluated the speech. Sally Hall
was Jokemaster, timer, and introduced the word of the
day, “inveigle.” Jeff Hall was Table Topics Master,
calling on Chuck Bardroff, Juanita Hazelton, and Sally
Hall to respond to topics about rock music of the 60’s
and 70’s. Allison Presley was grammarian and ah
counter. Chuck Bardroff was General Evaluator.
Ribbons were won by Merrill Hazelton for his speech,
M.J. Presley for his evaluation, and Chuck Bardroff for
best table topic.

A short business meeting followed. Area Governor M.J.
Presley announced the Area Contest for International
Speech and Evaluations, urging all members to prepare
speeches for the club contest and area contest. Duties
for the next meeting on Monday, Febr.21, were assigned.
Jeff hall will be Toastmaster for the next meeting, with
speeches by Joy Cole and Juanita Hazelton.

Toastmasters International is a not-for-profit educational
organization whose mission is to help people develop their
communication skills. Toastmasters can help people build
their self-confidence and develop speaking skills in a
friendly, positive environment. Van Alstyne Voices
Toastmasters meets each Monday evening at 7 pm in
Room 111 at Grayson County Community College South
Campus in Van Alstyne. Visitors are welcome. Call
Public Relations Officer Juanita Hazelton at 903-482-
5991 for more information.
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Franklin Gulls at Hagerman NWR, by William Powell
Friends for TODAY support programs and activities for TOMORROW and
ensure that the Refuge will be here for wildlife AND people in the FUTURE!

Friends of Hagerman NWR
P O Box 178, Sherman, TX  75091
www.friendsofhagerman.com
Refuge - 903-786-2826

Read more about Hagerman NWR on the Friends' Blog at
http://www.friendsofhagermannwr.blogspot.com/

Find us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/edit/?id=157317297471#!/pages/Friends-of-
Hagerman-National-Wildlife-Refuge/157317297471
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Cattle Industry in 1930s
by Neilson Rogers

The Great Depression which staggered the nation in the 1930s was
extremely hard on the cattle industry of Grayson County. As a case
study, consider the effect on the herds of Sherman rancher Pete
Hudgins. The winter of 1930-31 was the most severe they had ever
seen. There was an unending job each day of cutting ice with axes
at the watering places, so the cattle could have water to drink.

Pete had moved hundreds of cattle into Oklahoma where they could
graze the corn stalks left in fields around Madill and Kingston.
When there was nothing left to eat, they had to be moved back to
Texas.

The Red River was frozen solid, but cattle trying to cross it would
break through the ice and be lost. All the cattle had to be trailed
down roads glazed with ice, then across the Preston Bend bridge
which was covered with a sheet of ice.

Some had to be roped and led or dragged across the bridge. Never
before had the task of trailing cattle been so severe. Some cowboys
walked, leading their horses, in an effort to keep warm. Others
wrapped their feet and stirrups with “tow-sacks” (burlap bags),
trying to withstand the weather. Two of the cowboys got “frozen
feet” (frostburn).

Always a risk-taker, the next summer Pete bought out a herd of
purebred, registered Hereford cattle, hoping to improve his main
herd. But a drought, combined with the ever-decreasing cattle
prices of the depression, wiped out his hopes and much of his cattle
herd. There was no grass and little water to be found in Texas and
the Southwest generally.

The federal government’s Emergency Relief Program paid $11 a
head for cattle that were shot and buried. Across Grayson County
thousands of weak, old and crippled cows were put down. Those
trailed to the railroad pens in Denison brought as little as $13 a head.

Cattle Industry in 1930s
by Neilson Rogers

The stock tanks of that era were much smaller and shallower than
those built with heavy machinery in later years. The springs,
tanks, and wells became bone dry.

Part of the Hudgins herd was divided into two bunches. One
group would be driven to the Red River for water one day, and
the other group the next. The water was salty, but it was all that
was available.

In 1937 cowboys would report that the drought had finally
“broke.” Across the county many good herds of beef cattle had
been destroyed, and many long-time cattlemen were put out of
business.

The cattle industry was very slow to revive. Pete turned his
attention to introducing good Jersey bulls into the county to
improve the quality and quantity of milk production. A good five or
six-year-old dairy cow became the best commodity in the cattle
business. One of these cows would sell to buyers in Kansas,
Missouri, or Arizona for $25 to $30 a head, when a good beef
cow brought only $10 to $12.

Pete Hudgins was always forward-looking, seeking to improve
both the beef and dairy herds of Grayson County.

 The late Neilson Rogers practiced law in Sherman for more
than sixty years. His hobby was researching and writing
about local history. Telling Our Stories is a project of Dr.
Jerry Lincecum, EmeritusPprofessor of English of Austin
College, Sherman, Texas.
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Camp Dragonfly is a camp for children
who have lost a parent or someone close
to them within the last two years. It is
sponsored by Home Hospice of Grayson,
Cooke & Fannin Counties. On March 4-6,
children between the ages of eight and 12
will gather at All Saints Camp on Lake
Texoma with one thing in common. They
are grieving.

Losing a loved one can be devastating at
any age. How children experience the
death and their subsequent grief varies
according to age, developmental stage, and
their relationship to the deceased. It is
estimated that one in 20 children under age
15 will suffer the loss of a parent.

Adults sometimes mistakenly believe that a
child is too young to understand, and has
the resiliency to bounce back quickly.
Professionals at Home Hospice of
Grayson, Cooke and Fannin Counties know
that if a child is old enough to love, he or
she is old enough to grieve. While there is
no one right way to process the unique
sadness of losing a parent or someone
close, there is help at Camp Dragonfly.

The three-day camp emphasizes healing
through thoughtfully designed activities that
are meaningful, fun, and often, life
changing. “It helps just to know that there
are other people out there who have felt
the same things you do,” said one 11-year-

old camper. “I learned that through good
times and bad times, there are always
people there for you.”

Each child is invited to participate in
games, art activities, nature hikes,
conversations with counselors, and special
ceremonies. “The camp is more about life
and living than about death and dying,” said
camp director Jolene Senek, LBSW, “We
help kids experience a healing journey and
also provide tools for dealing with their
loss.”

Children report that the camp is “really
fun” and that they found value in making
memory boxes, learning new ways to trust,
and in meeting “nice and funny” people.
“It’s amazing that kids can be serious and
very focused while working on clinical
matters and then be ready to ‘play’ as
activities shift,” said Vicky Smith Lindsey,
LCSW. She said that some children come
to camp after showing behavior problems
at school or a hesitancy to be away from
the remaining parent. Others simply
become more quiet and reserved.

Qualified staff and volunteers are carefully
screened and trained in the grief process.
They spend time getting to know each
child. “Their stories break your heart, but
it’s easy to become attached to the kids,”
said one volunteer.

When parents or guardians arrive on
Sunday, they learn more about how to help
their children in an informative session
hosted by Senek and Lindsey. It is
sometimes surprising to discover that, after
the death of one parent, children may
become especially protective of the
remaining parent. One mother, whose son
attended camp, realized that she was so
caught up in her own pain that she didn’t
give enough attention to his grieving. Many
parents want to know if a child’s behavior
is normal.

Adults, like their children, leave camp with
effective coping skills and new friends.
“We tell them that although losing a loved
one is horrific, the rest of their lives don’t
have to be,” said Lindsey.

The camp is held twice a year. “October’s
Camp Dragonfly was an extremely
powerful experience,” said Lindsey. “It
was an honor to watch the children arrive
at the camp, unsure and somewhat lost,
and then to leave as part of a unified
group, no longer alone, but with others to
share their journey as none had before.”

Cost of the camp is $25. Scholarships are
available. Children need not be Grayson
County residents to participate. For more
information, contact Senek at 903-868-
9315 or toll free at 888-233-7455.

HOWE
First United Methodist Church
Will hold a Pancake Dinner at the church
Sunday, Feb. 27, 6 pm
This event benefits the family of Duston Lovelady

HOME HOSPICE OF GRAYSON, COOKE & FANNIN COUNTIES

Camp for Grieving Children
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House Committee Assignments

On Wednesday this week, the Texas Speaker of the
House announced committee assignments.  Although
members have been working on issues throughout the
interim and many bills have been filed, committee
memberships must be assigned before the legislative
process can begin.

This session, I am honored to serve as Chairman of the
House Committee on Transportation; and as a member
of the House Committee on Redistricting, the House
Committee on General Investigating and Ethics, and the
House Committee on Border and Intergovernmental
Affairs.  As chairman, I am responsible for setting the
agenda for the Transportation Committee hearings.

The House Committee on Transportation has jurisdiction
over issues dealing with the state highway system,
control of traffic, commercial motor vehicles and rail,
water and air transportation systems.  Since
transportation issues are very important to Fannin and
Grayson Counties, I am very happy to have the
opportunity to again serve on the Transportation
Committee.  I have served as the vice-chair of the
committee since I first took office in 2003.

The House Committee on Redistricting oversees matters
relating to changes in federal congressional, state
legislative, and judicial districts as a result of the
population changes reflected in the U.S. Census
Bureau's ten-year census.  As I wrote previously, Texas
will be receiving four new federal congressional districts
as a result of Texas' population growth over the last
decade.  Since this session comes after the national
census, the legislature will go through the redistricting
process this year.

The House Committee on Border and Intergovernmental
Affairs has jurisdiction over matters pertaining to the
relations between the State of Texas and other nations;
the relations between the State of Texas and the federal
government other than matters involving defense,
emergency preparedness, and veterans issues; the
relations between the state of Texas and other states;
international commerce and trade; international and
border regions; economic development, public health and
safety issues affecting the border.

The House Committee on General Investigating and
Ethics is an investigating committee, and is unlike other
committees.  Very few, if any bills are referred to this
committee during session, and a majority of the
committee's work occurs during the interim.  The
committee is charged with overseeing all matters
pertaining to the conduct of and ethical standards
applicable to state and local government officers and
employees.

For more information on state government, please
contact my office by writing to P.O. Box 2910, Austin,
TX 78768-2910 or by e-mailing me at
larry.phillips@house.state.tx.us. My district office phone
number is (903) 891-7297.

Senate Passes Eminent Domain Reform Bill
Austin - The Texas Senate passed Senate Bill 18, by State Senator Craig Estes
(R-Wichita Falls) which provides key reforms to the state’s eminent domain
laws.

“Private property and the right to own and profit from it, are fundamental to not
only our economic liberty, but also our personal liberty,” said Estes. “Senate Bill
18 provides meaningful eminent domain reform and strengthens the rights of
property owners against the use of eminent domain by government or other
condemning authorities,” said Estes.

Senate Bill 18 makes several key revisions to current law, including requiring that
condemning authorities make a good faith offer before condemning procedures
begin, prohibiting the taking of private property unless it is for a public use,
improving notice and disclosure by condemning entities, applying condemnation
rules to all condemning entities, and providing property owners with the
opportunity to buy back property at the original purchase price if the taken
property is not used for its public purpose in ten years.

One of the key provisions requires fair compensation for loss of access and for
moving or relocation expenses from the condemning authority. Under Senate Bill
18, a property owner would be entitled to compensation for any loss of market
value at the time of taking due to a material impairment of direct access to the
land.

Other key provisions include authorizing property owners to construct roads over
oil and gas pipeline easements, with certain restrictions, and requiring all entities
with eminent domain authority to register with the state comptroller by
December 31, 2012 or risk losing their condemnation authority.

“I’ve worked closely with Texas Farm Bureau, Texas Southwest Cattle Raisers
Association, Texas Association of Builders, Texas Association of Realtors,
Texas Wildlife Association, and the National Federation of Independent
Businesses, among many other stakeholders, to craft the language of this bill to
make it equitable for all parties”, said Estes. “I am especially grateful for the
hard work and cooperation of State Senator Robert Duncan, and State Senator
Glenn Hegar who have been invaluable in helping to craft and pass this
legislation,” said Estes.

Senator Estes is Chairman of the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Rural
Affairs, and represents Senate District 30 covering Archer, Baylor, Clay, Collin
(part), Cooke, Denton (part), Grayson, Jack, Montague, Parker, Palo Pinto,
Shackelford, Stephens, Throckmorton, Wichita, Wilbarger, Wise, and Young
counties.

224 E. Jefferson

P. O. Box 1241

Van Alstyne, TX 75495

903.482.6171

jim@bucksnortbbq.com

www.bucksnortbbq.com

Jim Smith, Proprietor

Click Here for more information

http://www.bucksnortbbq.com
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Gov. Perry: more from the State of the
State address Tuesday, February 08,
2011  •  Austin, Texas  •  Speech

The mainstream media and big
government interest groups are trying
 to convince us that we're facing a
budget Armageddon. Texans don't
believe it and they shouldn't because it's
not true.

We facing some tough choices  …  but
we can overcome them by setting
priorities, cutting bureaucracy,
reducing spending and focusing on what
really matters to Texas families.

Fortunately, we saw this challenge
coming. That's why we didn't touch the
Rainy Day Fund during the last
legislative session. That's why Lt
Governor Dewhurst, Speaker Straus and
I called on state agencies to get
involved in the process.

Starting in January 2010, we asked
them to identify 5 percent savings in
the 2010-2011 biennium and 10
percent for the ‘12-‘13 biennium.
Those agency leaders responded with a
concerted effort, taking stock of their
organizations and coming up with
proactive cuts, that will keep Texas
moving in the right direction. To keep
that momentum going, the three of us
recently asked agencies to identify an
additional 2.5 percent savings for the
2011 fiscal year.

My office is an agency as well, and we
cut $34.6 million in this cycle, which
equates to almost 11 percent of our
budget. As all Texans tighten their belts,
we need to do more than just shave off
a dollar here and there.

If ever there was a time to truly reform
our approach to governance and
streamline our organization, it is now.
Frank discussions about the true
purpose of state government, must be
followed by a willingness to act on our
convictions.

There should be no sacred cows in this
business and that reality is reflected in
the budget that I submitted this
morning. To eliminate duplication, let's
consolidate functions, like moving the
Department of Rural Affairs into the
Department of Agriculture.

Perry recommended
*Suspending  non-mission-critical
entities like the Historical Commission
or the Commission on the Arts until the
economy improves.

*Following the lead of HHSC, whose
inspector general has saved the state
more than $5.3 billion dollars since its
creation in 2004. Applied across all
state agencies and departments, these
practices could significantly reduce
wasteful spending, and save taxpayers'
money. A state Inspector General
would work directly with the agencies,
enhancing the state auditor's efforts and
improving efficiencies.

*Let's be sure we're not burdening local
authorities with unfunded mandates,
because they're facing their own budget
challenges.

In the end, our decisions should
always reflect a fundamental truth:
we work for the people, not the other
way around.

Other issues highlighted by the
Governor include:

*Improving the integrity of elections by
requiring participants to show a valid
photo identification before voting.
*Protecting property ownership with
tougher eminent domain laws.

*Protecting the unborn by fast-tracking
the sonogram bill, so that women are
fully, medically informed before they
make the life-changing decision to
terminate a pregnancy.

*Holding Washington more
accountable, with a bill calling for a
balanced budget amendment to the U.S.
Constitution.

He added, “We also need to help school
districts reduce their expenses in these
tight budgetary times, made worse by a
certain Texas Congressman who singled
out our state for punishment in pursuit
of his own agenda.

One approach is to encourage districts
to enter into shared service
arrangements with other entities in
their area.
******************

Gov. Perry: more from the
State of the State address
Tuesday, February 08, 2011
 •  Austin, Texas  •  Speech
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We believe that your local news provided should provide you with news, information, facts, and sources to
further study that information. Here are some websites that are providing those facts, at least at the time of
their listing on our page. If you know of others that our readers would enjoy send them to us. Or if some of

these are no longer working let us know.

Selected Sites
Texas Records and Information Locator (TRAIL) searches and locates information from over 180 Texas
state agency web services.

The Handbook of Texas Online is a multidisciplinary encyclopedia of Texas history, geography, and
culture sponsored by the Texas State Historical Association and the General Libraries at UT Austin.

Texas Online: The official website for the Great State of Texas and provides instant access to almost 800
state and local government services.

Library of Texas; Immediately start searching multiple Texas library catalogs and other knowledge
collections in one sitting.

Van Alstyne Public Library

Library information, Library Catalog,
Library Calendar, Online information,
Research tools, Resume Maker

This Page is a Work in Progress
Search Engines-

Yahoo

Alta Vista

Google

Ask Jeeves
Class Tools - for
classroom use - games,
tests, timer, tools.

Spanish Dictionary

Quotations Page

Howe Public Schools
Howe Public Library

Library information, Language
courses, Student events

http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/trail
http://www.tshaonline.org
http://www.texas.gov/en/pages/default.aspx
http://www.libraryoftexas.org
http://netls.tsl.state.tx.us/vanalstyne
netls.tsl.state.tx.us/vanalstyne
http://www.yahoo.com
http://www.alta-vista.com
http://www.google.com
http://www.ask.com
http://classtools.net/education-games-php/timer/
www.spanishdict.com
http://www.quotationspage.com/
http://www.howeisd.net/
http://howe-community-library.howeisd.schoolfusion.us/modules/groups/integrated_home.phtml?&gid=1505047&sessionid=6ef2b5ad4d5f8f1c4d132ddc41f70b0b
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If you are looking for a home like place to worship
each week then A Christian Fellowship in Luella is
where you want to be. They start each Sunday
morning at 9 am with coffee and doughnut fellowship,
followed by classes for all ages at 9:30. Each and
every person that attends will have an age appropriate
class for them. Worship service begins at 10:30. This
week’s speaker will be Denis Gray. So come on out
and join them.

Praise and worship is led by David Ellis and is a
contemporary style service. Dress is casual also.

The Youth of the church will be holding a garage sale
on Feb.12, starting at 8 am until....? So mark your
calendar for this event. Something for everyone, so
come on out to 150 Fellowship lane, in Luella.

The congregation celebrates The Lord’s Supper each
Sunday morning during worship time, everyone is
welcome to join in the celebration. The church also
has home study groups throughout the week.

Wednesday night begins at 6:30 pm with a pot-luck
dinner, followed by praise and worship and a
devotional. For more information contact Mike Ball at
903-870-0219

The Tom Bean Church of Christ invites
everyone to come and worship with us.

Services begin each Sunday with Bible
class for all ages at 9 am and worship
at 10 am. The evening worship service
begins at 6 pm. The Lord Supper is
given each Sunday. The morning and
evening lessons are brought by Kerry
King with congregational singing lead
by Charles Counts.   Wednesday, we
have Bible classes for all ages
beginning at 7 pm. The church is

located at the corner of FM902 and
FM2729 South in Tom Bean, TX

We have two radio programs each
Sunday at 7:30am on KFYN 1420AM
and KFYZ 93.5FM. The lessons are
brought by A.C. Quinn.

The Gospel of Christ news letter can be
found at
http://www.thegospelofchrist.com/news
letter.

Cannon
CANNON BAPTIST CHURCH
RFD 1, Rev. John Wade, pastor,
903/482-6761
SOVEREIGN GRACE
BAPTIST CHURCH
George Seevers, 903/364-2942
Cherry Mound
BAPTIST CHURCH, 6335 FM 1753, Denison
Dennis Stewart, pastor,
Sun School 9:45; worship, 11, evening  6; Wednesday, 7pm

Dorchester
DORCHESTER BAPTIST
CHURCH Hwy. 902W,
903/476-5525
Gunter
COLLEGE HILL
CHURCH OF CHRIST
304 E. College,  903/433-4835
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
300 Pecan,  903/433-3335
GRACE BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Pastor Bruce Stinson

Brooks Plaza
Sundays - 9:30 AM Worship
www.thegbf.com
VALLEY
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Howe
APOSTOLIC LIFE UPC
405 S. Collins Frwy,
Jerry Pentecost, 903/821-9166; Sun. 10am & 6pm
NEW BEGINNING FELLOWSHIP/AG,
912 S Denny St.
903/532-6828; Roger Roper,
S-school, 9:30, worship 10:45
BETHEL BAPTIST
Hwy. 902 E & Ponderosa Rd,  Weldon Hutson, pastor,
903/532-6032
SUMMIT CHURCH
Howe Middle School Cafeteria,
903/815-1472 ; Kcvin Bouse
CHURCH OF CHRIST
N. Collins Frwy,
903/532-6441;
Toby Socheting
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
100 E. Davis,903/532-5504;

Roger Tidwell, pastor
FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH 810 N. Denny,
903/532-6718;
Tom Medley, minister
Ida
IDA BAPTIST CHURCH,
903/813- 3263. S- School
10 am, Worship 11 am
Charles Morris, pastor
Luella
LUELLA FIRST
BAPTIST CHURCH
3162 St. Hwy. 11,
 Harvey Patterson,
903/893-2252
A CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, 150 Fellowship Ln, Luella
Mike Ball, 903/870-0219
Tom Bean
CHURCH OF CHRIST
903/546-6620
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 903/546-6231
FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH 903/546-6898

Local Churches

Christian Fellowship

Tom Bean Church of Christ

Click to continue

The Summit Church
The Summit Church meets at the Howe Middle
School cafetorium. Pastor is Kevin Bouse;
contact number is 903-815-1472.
Or contact by e-mail:
kevin.thesummit@yahoo.com and/or visit
website: www.thesummitontheweb.com.

First Baptist Church, Melissa

First Baptist Church Melissa offers three identical
worship services led by Pastor Trey Graham every
Sunday morning at 9, 10:15, and 11:30 am. Pastor
Trey’s current message series is an in-depth study of
Genesis titled “From the Start.”

Small group Bible studies, known as Communities,
meet Sunday mornings at 8, 9, 10:15, and 11:30 am,
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm, and many other times
during the week. Contact Matt Ward at
matt@firstmelissa.com for information on
Communities.

Students in grades 7-12 gather at 6:30 pm on
Wednesdays in the brand-new Strive Student Theater
for the AMP’D worship service led by Matt Ward and

Click to continue
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INSPIRATION POINT
COWBOY CHURCH
FM 2729, 2.5 miles
South of Tom Bean
Duane Peters,
903-815-2278
PILOT GROVE
BAPTIST CHURCH
1271 Pilot Grove St.
903/450-3708
Sherman/Denison
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
1900 Lamberth Rd, Sherman.
FRIENDSHIP UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
RFD 2 off Hwy. 56; 903/892-8450
WESTERN HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST
800 Baker Park Dr.,
903/892-9635, Sun. 10
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE,
601 Hwy. 1417, Pastor,
Rev. Mack Rogers
RED RIVER

COWBOY CHURCH
3800 Hwy. 691 (w of Hwy. 75); Novice Northington, 903/463-
5840
Van Alstyne
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
Northwest corner Hwy 5 & County Line Rd.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
105 Hopson,
Shannon Jackson, minister,
903/482-6033
EAST SIDE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
PO Box 141, Larry Shead,
minister; worship 11am
ELMONT BAPTIST CHURCH
FM 121 W, Elmont;
Jim Poole, pastor,
903/482-6356
FAITH TEMPLE CHURCH, corner of Pearl & Nash,
Pastor Kenneth L. Price,
 972/547-0243,
LIFE CHURCH,
201 W. Marshall,

Pastors – Lance/ Mary Baker
903/433-8089
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
102 E. Marshall, 903/482-6334,
Jimmy Tarrant, pastor
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
206 Waco,  903/482-5515,
Gary Giibbs, pastor
FIRST PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
903/482-6646,
Rev. J.R. Thornhill, pastor
FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH 301 S. Preston,
Rev. Jack Wallace, minister
GREYWOOD HEIGHTS WORSHIP CENTER
On Hwy. 75 just north of Dairy Queen,  903/482-6700;
Chris Jones, pastor
HOLY FAMILY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Father Stephen W. Bierschenk,  972/562-0752
MORNING CHAPEL CHRISTIAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
103 Bowen, 902/482-5431
SAMARIA BAPTIST CHURCH

Local Churchs Continued

Click to Return

the student ministry band. Check out the
student website Rockwithus.org

“Ignite Kids” (birth-6th grade) have a
number of worship and Bible study
opportunities on Wednesdays. Our mid-week
ministry for children is titled “High Voltage.”
Fusion (grades 5-6) meets in their new home,
room A300 in Building A. Preschoolers have
moved into their beautiful new facility in
Building B and children in grades K-4 meet
in our main worship center to enjoy the
exciting ministry led by Kevin Blevins and his
team.

The women of First Melissa are meeting to
study the Book of Revelation. This Beth
Moore video study, called “Here and Now ...
There and Then,” is led by Bretta Graham
and Katy Churchwell. They meet at 6:30 pm
on Wednesdays in the newly renovated
Catalyst hallway in Building A.

We also have a women’s Bible study on the
book of Psalms that meets Thursdays at 9:30
am in room A203. For more information on
this study, please contact Gracie Armijo or
Rachel Lyon.

Pastor Tim Cypert will continue teaching a
mid-week series on the New Testament
book of James this Wednesday night at 6:30
pm in the Youth Annex.

MERGE 20-Something Worship Community
Whatever your facebook status: College
Student, Married, Engaged, Single, or “It’s
complicated,” MERGE is for you. This is a
place to find others who are looking for a
place to find God. If you are in your 20s,
come worship together, grow together,
merge together. MERGE happens on
Sundays at 7:00 pm in the Strive Cafe,
located upstairs in Building B. For more
information, contact Matt Ward at
972.838.2277.

First Melissa is hosting a Super Bowl XLV
viewing party in The Strive Student Center
on Sunday, Feb. 6 from 5-9 pm. Everyone is
invited. Mark your calendar for this time of
fun, friends, food and fellowship.

Registration is now taking place for First
Melissa’s Upward Soccer program. Upward
Soccer is open to boys and girls in grades K-
6. Registration forms are available at the
Welcome Center in the foyer. Evaluations

are Saturday, Feb. 12, and the deadline for
registration is Wednesday, Feb. 16.
Volunteer opportunities are available.
Contact Tom Shade at 972.837.2372 for
more information.

“Faith Walk with Trey Graham,” a daily
Bible teaching radio program, is heard
Monday-Friday at 10 am on The Word 100.7
FM. For more information, visit
www.treygraham.com.

“Smart Talk with Trey Graham,” a weekly
talk radio program, is heard Sundays at 4 pm
on The Word 100.7 FM. For more
information, visit www.treygraham.com
First Melissa is making a difference for the
cause of Jesus Christ around the world. To
learn about mission trips and opportunities to
visit Guatemala, Kenya, Vietnam, Israel, and
New Orleans, contact Tim Cypert at
tim@firstmelissa.com.

First Melissa is located at 2600 State Hwy
121 in Melissa. For more information or
directions, visit the church online at
www.firstmelissa.com.

First Baptist Church, Melissa, continued
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by Gene Hall

Oprah’s vegan diet challenge this week was almost as big a circus as the misguided effort at suing her
some years back under Texas’ agricultural disparagement law.

That whole spectacle, played out in Amarillo in 1996, resulted in little more than huge publicity for the
Queen of Talk TV. Nothing came of the charges. The program that spawned the ill-advised trial was
most assuredly a hatchet job, but what’s one more of those? Americans love to eat meat, and the
endless flow of anti-meat propaganda hasn’t done much to slow that down.

This week, Oprah offered her highly-rated program to renowned anti-agriculture cheerleader Michael
Pollan and vegan diet enthusiast and author Kathy Freston. Along with that, Oprah launched the Vegan
Challenge, and she and more than 300 staffers vowed to follow a vegan diet for a week. It’s hard not
to conclude that Oprah doesn’t much like America’s practitioners of animal agriculture.

A vegan diet is a little different from a vegetarian diet. The former makes a certain moral judgment of
people who eat meat. The latter is just choosing not to eat meat, without the finger wagging. Veganism
is not just foregoing meat. It’s also no eggs and no dairy products.

I do not doubt that the dieters felt better with a carefully thought out vegan diet. They would feel
equally better if they deep sixed junk food and planned out a healthy diet that includes lean meat. In
fact, some nutrients are easier to absorb with meat. But, I don’t want anyone accusing me of saying
you can’t eat a healthy diet without meat. You can – if you want to.

I don’t and I’m not. At least once a week, you’ll find me eating nothing more than a salad for lunch.
(Apologies to my many ranching friends.) I love beans and cornbread as a complete meal but, to tell
the truth, they taste a lot better with a little ham. Even Michael Pollan admits to eating lean meat. I
think he worries too much about the morality of it, but I don’t have Oprah’s ear.

Ironically enough, I read an account yesterday – just before watching Oprah – on the web of several
persons who have discovered that a vegan diet does not work for them. Some have had serious health
problems that disappeared when they began consuming meat again. They were accused of “not doing it
right” by some vegan evangelists. Whatever.

Want a vegan diet? More power to you. Just plan it. Read a few of the gazillion books, preferably the
ones by doctors and nutritionists – not celebrities – and make sure you’re properly nourished.

Also know that you’re not a bad person or an unhealthy one if you eat reasonable portions of lean
meat. You can overeat anything. Be careful with “all-you-can-eat chicken fried steak night.” Fast food
burgers? Eat them rarely.

Lean beef, chicken, pork, lamb, fish and all the rest can be part of a healthy diet. Those who tell you
different are not really worried about your health. They just want you to stop eating meat or using
animals for the benefit of humans – period.

LETTER TO EDITOR
Super Bowl 45 Another
Disgrace for
Our National Anthem and
Half Time Shoddy Show

How long will the planners of the
NFL/AFL Super Bowls
continuously book individuals who
can’t sing the National Anthem
“using” lyrics other than written
and/or flagrantly distorting the
musical notes as written. The
Super Bowl has been an annual
national disgrace of our “Star
Spangled Banner” and the three
million patriots who have died to
protect us during the past 235
years. I am sure that Francis
Scott Key is still spinning in his
grave from last evening’s Super
Bowl opening!

However, the half time show was
another performance that was
designed only for those in the
stadium who were “well stoned.”

The rapping, sexual suggestively
wiggling, jumping, rattling, rowing,
and yelling their acid heads off
was proof positive!

Otherwise, the game was a great
game to watch ... thank goodness
for that!

John M. Elkins, Sherman, TX

TEXAS FARM BUREAU
Oprah’s Vegan Diet – Count Me Out
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WICHITA FALLS, Texas – Selecting a
Civil Air Patrol wing commander is no
trivial undertaking. The process is directed
towards finding the best candidate for the
position from among those who have
applied for the job. Recently, a screening
board composed of current and past wing
commanders, as well as representatives of
the wing and region staff, interviewed
each candidate with the purpose of rank-
ordering them. A finer selection was
conducted by a board consisting of
Southwest Region Command Staff and the
immediate past commanders of the
respective wings.

Only then, adding the information supplied
by the applicants, input from their current
wing commander, and feedback from the
wing’s members, the Southwest Region
Commander selected the best candidate
for each wing and submitted their names
to CAP National Commander Maj. Gen.
Amy S. Courter for her final approval.

“The selection process was particularly
difficult because of the exceptional quality
of the candidates”,” said Col. Joseph
Jensen, Southwest Region Commander.
“With Maj. Gen. Courter’s concurrence, I
have selected Lt. Col. Joe Cavett to serve
as the next Commander of Oklahoma
Wing, and Lt. Col. Brooks Cima to serve
as the next Commander of Texas Wing.
These officers will succeed Col. Bob
Castle and Col. Joe Smith, respectively,
upon completion of their terms of
appointment.”

Col. Robert Castle, CAP - Col. Robert
Castle, Commander of Oklahoma wing,
said, “I am very pleased with the
selection. All candidates were well
qualified, and I’m glad they applied. I
know Joe Cavett will lead the wing in a
positive direction.”

Lt. Col. Joseph Cavett, CAP

Lt. Col. Joseph Cavett is a former CAP
cadet who switched to senior member
status in 1997. Since then, he has
accumulated an impressive set of
qualifications, including the Gill Robb
Wilson Award, the highest level of
professional education available to CAP
members.

Col. Castle explained, “Besides his great
work as a squadron commander, Lt. Col.
Cavett gained valuable experience at the
wing level by working in Emergency
Services and Transportation. Also, he has
much experience as a former cadet and
working with cadets.”

Because running a CAP wing is a
complicated business, the successful
candidate needs to have a thorough
grounding in all operational and
administrative areas of Civil Air Patrol.
Col. Castle added, “As part of his work as
Oklahoma Wing Vice Commander East,
he had to deal with budgeting and finance,
as well as general administration. He’ll do
a great job as the next Oklahoma Wing
Commander.”

Lt. Col. Joseph Cavett, who was naturally
pleased to have been selected as the next
commander of Oklahoma Wing, said,
“I’ve always enjoyed a challenge, and
getting selected as the next wing
commander was a true challenge. It is
humbling, too.”

When asked about his plans for the wing
and its future, he replied, “My vision for
command is clear. I want to create the
conditions for a better membership
experience.”

And what would he do to help the wing
move in the right direction? “Member
motivation is the key to unit success. We
have many talented CAP members, and it
is up to us to help them find their ideal

Selecting a Civil Air Patrol Wing Commander

place where they can contribute the most.
Succeeding in this would be a win-win
situation, as members would be happy and
the unit would profit too.”

Col. Joe R. Smith, CAP

Col. Joe Smith, Commander of Texas
Wing, said this about the selection, “The
Texas Wing was very fortunate to have a
large pool of experienced and well
qualified candidates for the Wing
Commander position. That Lt. Col. Brooks
Cima was chosen from this very high-
caliber group is an affirmation of her
exceptional dedication, her in-depth
experience in all of CAP’s missions, and
her proven leadership skills.”

A dynamic and capable leader, Lt. Col.
Brooks Cima excelled at every assignment
she was ever given. During her almost 14
years’ service in CAP, she has achieved
master ratings in all three CAP missions,
as well as a Senior rating in Organizational
Excellence, besides earning a long list of
high-level emergency services
qualifications.

Lt. Col. Brooks Cima, CAP

Looking towards the future, Col. Smith
remarked, “The Texas Wing is almost the
size of one of the smaller CAP Regions
and it is a challenging job in the best of
times. Lt. Col. Brooks Cima is the right
person – the right leader – for the Texas
Wing in this very challenging time.”

Lt. Col. Brooks Cima, who is an
experienced educator and business owner,
said, “My primary goal as Wing
Commander will be continued generative
planning to find new missions for our
aircrew and ground team members. The
development of those missions is critical to
maintaining a professional, well-trained
volunteer force.”

Lt. Col. Cima has excelled at training in
Texas Wing, having started and conducted
highly successful programs for both cadets
and senior members, focusing on
professional development and emergency
services. These have gained region and
national attention, as the numbers speak
for themselves. After the training started,
mission success and renewed commitment
to the wing followed.

She said, “I’ve been blessed to have the
opportunity to serve on staff in all three
missions of Civil Air Patrol. I look forward
to encouraging a vibrant exchange of time
and talent among the staff officers leading
these missions. This will empower them to
support and encourage all facets of CAP
life.” This latest assignment, then, is a
continuation of what she has already done
well, and a way for her to maintain Texas
Wing’s preparedness to serve the
community, state and nation.

How does she view her selection? “I am
both pleased and humbled by the support
I’ve received in my bid for Wing
Commander. I’ll do my best to apply the
high standards set by our current Wing
Commander and will maintain the open
lines of communication I’ve developed
with Squadron and Group staffs in order to
fully understand and address their
concerns.”

Both Oklahoma Wing and Texas Wing are
poised to scale new heights in their
fulfillment of Civil Air Patrol’s
congressionally-mandated missions, as
their newly selected commanders prepare
to take on the responsibility of discharging
their leadership mission in pursuit of
excellence.

Maj. Arthur E. Woodgate, CAP, SWR
Director of Public Affairs
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Humor - Laughter is the best Medicine - We will try to  bring you laughs each week

The Fix

There recently was an article in the St. Petersburg, Fl.
Times. The Business Section asked readers for ideas on:
“How Would You Fix the Economy?” I think this guy
nailed it!

Dear Mr. President,

Please find below my suggestion for fixing America’s
economy. Instead of giving billions of dollars to companies
that will squander the money on lavish parties and
unearned bonuses, use the following plan.
You can call it the “Patriotic Retirement Plan.”

There are about 40 million people over 50 in the work
force. Pay them $1 million apiece severance for early
retirement with the following stipulations:

1) They MUST retire. Forty million job openings -
Unemployment fixed.

2) They MUST buy a new AMERICAN Car. Forty million
cars ordered - Auto Industry fixed.

3) They MUST either buy a house or pay off their
mortgage - Housing Crisis fixed.

It can’t get any easier than that!!

P.S. If more money is needed, have all members in
Congress pay their taxes. Mr. President, while you’re at it,
make Congress retire on Social Security and Medicare. I’ll
bet both programs would be fixed pronto!
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Classified Ads

ELM HOUSE ANTIQUES
Doris Hayes, formerly of Elm House Antiques (at
710 N Elm in Sherman) is now located in A Touch
of Class Antique Mall on the Square in downtown
Sherman, Booth 115. Same fine quality & eclectic
collections of fine art, glass, china & pottery.

WHO HAS?
Want to purchase minerals and other oil/gas
interests. Send details to: PO Box 13557, Denver,
CO 80201.

TILLETT GROCERY
102 S. Waco (Hwy. 5),
Van Alstyne, TX ,  903-482-5494
Fresh Cut Meat (never frozen), Complete line of
groceries, Fishing Equipment & Bait, Great Beer
& Wine selection.
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